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COVER STORY: Bioinformatics—the marriage of biotechnology and computing—is being driven by the current
explosion of knowledge about the human genome. NWS&T explores the potential of the field, from new tools
to aid cancer research and drug development to the implications for the Northwest’s economy and job market.
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NEWS FOCUS: Northwesterners reflect on discov-
eries resulting from a half-century of National Sci-
ence Foundation support—and on NSF’s contribu-
tions to the region’s communities and workforce.

UW’S FRIDAY HARBOR LABS: This center in the San
Juan Islands is transformed from a seasonal re-
search facility to a year-round retreat to inspire stu-
dents and scholars of all disciplines.

OYSTER CULTURE IN THE NORTHWEST: Savor the
history and romance of the oyster industry—focus
of a new commemorative project of the Washington
Sea Grant program.

IMPLANTS THAT HEAL: UW researchers design bio-
medical devices to trigger the body’s natural healing
process and combat infection.
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