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COVER STORY: BIODEFENSE. The Northwest region is marshaling its scientifi c resources as part of a national effort to 
anticipate threats, develop treatments, and create infrastructure that will protect the country against biological attacks and 
emerging natural diseases. Researchers from the Washington-Wyoming-Alaska-Montana-Idaho medical network, known as 
WWAMI, have received federal funding for a Regional Center of Excellence in Biodefense and Emerging Infectious Diseases, 
one of eight such centers in the country. Photo: Rocky Mountain Laboratories, NIAID, NIH.  PAGE 10
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MEDICINE IN THE OLD WEST: A century ago on the western 
frontier there were few doctors, and hospitals were fewer 
still. Today, under the big sky of Montana, a group of doctors, 
nurses, medical scientists, and historians hold an annual 
conference to explore the lives of these medical pioneers 
and how they shaped the history of medicine. Photo: National 
Park Service. PAGE 47 
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FROM THE FORENSIC FILES: The body of a woman lay 
in a shallow grave in the forest. A small sapling had 
been pulled up by its roots and just barely covered 
the grave, partially camoufl aging the hasty burial. Rolf 
Mathewes bent closer, examining the uprooted tree 
partially covering the body. That’s when he noticed 
a green bracken fern entangled in the stump of the 
tree. Maybe the dead can’t talk, but fi nd out how 
plant evidence can speak volumes to crime scene 
investigators, thanks to a Simon Fraser University 
professor. Photo: Rolf Mathewes. PAGE 42
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WHAT’S HOT: Northwest researchers are developing 
high-tech tools for fi ghting and preventing wildfi res. 
Photo: National Interagency Fire Center.  PAGE 26

OUT THERE: Astronaut Janet Kavandi, a University 
of Washington alumna and former Boeing engineer, 
tells NWS&T about her experience in space. Photo: 
NASA. PAGE 18


